Prosperity with a Purpose: Seven Biblical Keys to Financial Stewardship

Dr. Rob Covell

Primary Text: Proverbs 3:5—-10 (ESV) Supporting Texts: Proverbs 2, 3, 8,9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 22, 28;
Romans 11:16; 13:8; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Galatians 3:13; 1 Timothy 6:10

Central Theme: Biblical prosperity is not only the accumulation of wealth. It is the faithful
stewardship of God's resources through wisdom, generosity, diligence, spiritual freedom, and
complete surrender to Jesus Christ.

Introduction: Prosperity Begins with the Heart

Every Christian has a relationship with money. Whether we possess little or much, our financial
decisions reveal something about our priorities, values, and trust in God.

Money is not inherently evil. Scripture does not condemn wealth itself. However, the Bible
consistently warns against greed, misplaced trust, dishonesty, and the pursuit of riches at the
expense of righteousness.

Jesus taught that our hearts follow our treasures (Matthew 6:21). Consequently, financial
stewardship is not simply an economic issue; it is a matter of spiritual formation.

The Book of Proverbs provides practical wisdom for managing resources, developing diligence,
practicing generosity, and establishing a lasting legacy.

Opening Scripture — Proverbs 3:5—6 (ESV):

"Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths."

These verses establish the foundation for today's teaching: God desires to be Lord over every

area of our lives, including our finances.

We will examine seven Biblical principles that help Christians live with wisdom, generosity, and
purpose.

1. Acquire God's Wisdom, Which Leads to Prosperity
Scripture References: Proverbs 3:13-16; 8:18-21; 14:24; 2:1-12 (ESV)
Proverbs 3:13 declares:

"Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding."



Proverbs 8:18 teaches that wisdom is associated with riches, honor, enduring wealth, and
righteousness.

Teaching Points

Biblical wisdom is more than intellectual knowledge. It is the ability to apply God's truth to
everyday decisions.

Wisdom involves three essential dimensions:
e Knowing God: Developing intimacy with Him through prayer, Scripture, and obedience.

e Understanding His ways: Recognizing that God's principles transcend human preferences
and cultural trends.

e Applying His truth: Making decisions consistent with righteousness, integrity, and sound
judgment.

Proverbs 2:1-12 describes wisdom as something we must actively pursue. We are instructed to
seek understanding as diligently as people search for hidden treasure.

Notice the order: wisdom comes before wealth.

The Biblical promise is not that every wise person will become financially wealthy. Rather,
wisdom develops the character, discipline, and discernment necessary for faithful stewardship.

Practical Application to Christian Living

Consider the decisions we make every day concerning spending, relationships, work, and
generosity.

A wise Christian asks:
e |s this decision consistent with God's Word?
e Am | acting from faith, fear, or impulsiveness?
¢ Have | sought godly counsel before making a significant commitment?

For example, a family considering a major purchase should evaluate affordability, long-term
consequences, and whether the decision supports their responsibilities.

Leadership principle: Wisdom transforms resources into opportunities for meaningful impact.

Key takeaway: Seek wisdom before seeking wealth. Prosperity without wisdom can become
destructive.



2. Honor the Lord with Your Firstfruits and Generosity

Scripture References: Proverbs 3:9-10; 11:25; Romans 11:16 (ESV)

Proverbs 3:9 states:

"Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce."
Teaching Points

In ancient Israel, firstfruits represented the first and best portion of the harvest, offered to God
in recognition that He was the ultimate source of provision.

Firstfruits giving expressed three attitudes of the heart:
1. Gratitude: Everything we possess ultimately comes from God.
2. Trust: We honor God before knowing the outcome of our future harvest.
3. Consecration: We dedicate our resources and labor to God's purposes.

Romans 11:16 uses the imagery of firstfruits and holiness, while Proverbs 11:25 emphasizes the
blessings associated with generosity.

Dr. Ahn encourages graduated giving, the practice of intentionally increasing generosity as
resources grow.

Generosity is far from only being a financial transaction. It is a spiritual discipline that confronts
selfishness and teaches dependence upon God.

Importantly, giving should not be understood as a mechanical guarantee of financial returns.
Biblical generosity is fundamentally an expression of worship and love. It is a motivation of the
heart.

Practical Application to Christian Living
Develop a financial plan that intentionally includes giving.

For example, a Christian household might establish a monthly budget that prioritizes essential
obligations, savings, and regular generosity.

Consider supporting local church ministry, missionaries, families in crisis, or initiatives that serve
vulnerable communities.

Firstfruits can also remind us to give God the first portion of our attention, energy, and talents—
not merely our financial resources.



Key takeaway: Generosity demonstrates that money serves God's purposes rather than
controlling our hearts or serving our own desires. Money is never neutral, it is an amplifier.

3. Get Out of Debt and Stay Out of Debt

Scripture References: Proverbs 22:7; Romans 13:8 (ESV)

Proverbs 22:7 states:

"The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the lender."
Teaching Points

Debt creates financial obligations that can restrict personal freedom.

The Biblical concern is not simply borrowing itself, but the potential loss of independence and
the burdens associated with financial obligations.

Romans 13:8 instructs believers to owe nothing except the continuing obligation to love one
another.

Financial stewardship involves responsibility, self-control, and the willingness to live within our

means.

Debt can become particularly destructive when driven by comparison, materialism, or the
desire to maintain an unsustainable lifestyle.

Practical Application to Christian Living

Begin with a simple financial assessment.

Identify outstanding debts, interest rates, monthly expenses, and unnecessary spending.
Develop a realistic repayment plan while maintaining essential household responsibilities.

Avoid unnecessary debt for depreciating possessions and distinguish between genuine needs
and temporary desires.

For married couples, financial planning should involve honest communication and shared
responsibility.

Key takeaway: Financial freedom creates greater capacity to respond to God's calling and meet
the needs of others.

4. Develop Multiple Revenue Sources and Build a Generational Legacy

Scripture References: Proverbs 10:4; 13:4; 13:22 (ESV)



Proverbs 10:4 teaches:
"A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich."
Proverbs 13:22 states:

"A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's children, but the sinner's wealth is laid up
for the righteous."

Teaching Points
Diligence is an important Biblical virtue.

God has entrusted every person with abilities, opportunities, relationships, and resources that
can be developed for productive purposes.

Dr. Che Ahn recommends developing at least five sources of revenue, including income
generated through savings.

This is a practical financial strategy rather than a Biblical command. The underlying scriptural
principle is diligence, wise management, and planning for the future.

Additional revenue sources might include employment, consulting, entrepreneurship, rental
income, or investment returns, depending on a person's circumstances.

However, productivity must be balanced with healthy rhythms of rest, family, worship, and
spiritual formation.

Proverbs 13:22 expands the conversation beyond immediate financial needs to generational
responsibility.

A godly inheritance may include financial resources, but it also includes spiritual values,

wisdom, character, and a commitment to generosity.
Practical Application to Christian Living

Identify your God-given abilities and consider whether they could create additional
opportunities for provision.

Develop consistent savings habits and establish reasonable long-term financial goals.

Teach children and grandchildren the importance of work, generosity, integrity, and responsible
spending.

Remember that building a legacy is not merely about leaving money behind. It is about
preparing the next generation to steward what they receive.



Key takeaway: Diligence provides resources for today, while wise stewardship creates
opportunities for future generations.

5. Renounce the Love of Money

Scripture References: Proverbs 11:4, 28; 28:20, 22; 1 Timothy 6:10 (ESV)
1 Timothy 6:10 begins:

"For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils."

Teaching Points

The Bible does not teach that money itself is evil. It warns that loving money can corrupt our
priorities and lead us away from faithfulness.

The love of money manifests in several ways:
e Greed and the constant desire for more.
¢ Trusting financial security more than God's faithfulness.
e Compromising integrity to obtain wealth.
e Measuring personal worth through possessions or financial status.

Proverbs 11:28 warns against trusting in riches, while Proverbs 28:20 cautions against the
pursuit of quick wealth.

The broader principle is that surrendering our attachment to money creates spiritual freedom.
Practical Application to Christian Living

Regularly examine your motivations surrounding money.

Ask yourself whether financial success has become a source of identity or security.

Practice contentment and intentional generosity.

Celebrate the blessings of others without comparison or envy.

Key takeaway: Money is a useful servant but a destructive master. Our ultimate security must
remain in Jesus Christ.

6. Renounce the Spirit of Poverty
Scripture References: Proverbs 3:27-28; 2 Corinthians 8:9; Galatians 3:13 (ESV)

Proverbs 3:27 instructs:



"Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it."
Teaching Points

The spirit of poverty as a spiritual mindset that can hinder believers from embracing God's
provision and practicing generosity.

Second Corinthians 8:9 emphasizes the grace of Jesus Christ, who willingly embraced poverty
for our sake.

Galatians 3:13 teaches that Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law.

These passages establish the significance of Christ's redemptive work, although they should not
be interpreted as guaranteeing material wealth for every believer.

The practical spiritual principle is that Christians should reject fear, hopelessness, greed, and
attitudes that prevent them from living generously and responsibly.

Biblical Prosperity — Content, At Peace, No Fear of the Future.

Material poverty itself is not evidence of spiritual failure or bondage.

Practical Application to Christian Living

Replace fear-based thinking with trust in God's faithfulness.

Develop gratitude for existing provision while pursuing legitimate opportunities for growth.
Refuse to allow financial limitations to define your identity or spiritual worth.

Practice generosity according to your actual capacity, remembering that generosity includes
time, encouragement, hospitality, and service.

Key takeaway: Spiritual freedom is not measured by financial wealth but by our ability to trust
God and live generously in every circumstance.

7. Surrender Everything to the Lordship of Jesus
Scripture References: Proverbs 2:5-6; 3:5-9; 9:10; 22:4; 5:21 (ESV)
Proverbs 9:10 declares:

"The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is
insight."

Teaching Points

This final principle is the foundation upon which all the others depend.



The Lordship of Jesus means recognizing His authority over every dimension of our lives.

We cannot separate spiritual maturity from financial stewardship because the way we manage
resources reveals our priorities and values.

Proverbs 3:5-9 connects trusting God, rejecting self-sufficiency, fearing the Lord, and honoring
Him with our possessions.

The fear of the Lord is not simply being afraid of God. It is reverence, humility, obedience, and a
willingness to align our lives with His purposes.

Complete surrender involves three dimensions:

First, surrender our identity. Our value comes from being children of God, not from professional
achievements, possessions, or financial success.

Second, surrender our resources. Everything we possess is entrusted to us for faithful
management.

Third, surrender our future. We trust God's wisdom while exercising responsibility in our
decisions and planning.

Practical Application to Christian Living
Invite the Holy Spirit to examine your financial priorities.
Consider whether your budget reflects your professed Christian values.

Make decisions that honor God, demonstrate integrity, support your family, and contribute to
the well-being of others.

Recognize that Christian stewardship involves every area of life, including time, relationships,
talents, finances, and influence.

Key takeaway: Jesus is not simply the Lord of our spiritual activities. He is Lord of everything we
are and everything we possess.

Conclusion: Living with Prosperity and Purpose

The seven Biblical principles remind us that prosperity must always be understood within the
larger framework of Christian discipleship.

God calls us to pursue wisdom, practice generosity, manage our responsibilities, develop
diligence, reject materialism, live in spiritual freedom, and surrender completely to Jesus Christ.

The goal is not simply to become financially prosperous. The goal is to become spiritually
mature and faithful stewards of everything God entrusts to us.



A person can possess considerable wealth and remain spiritually impoverished. Likewise, a
person with limited financial resources can demonstrate extraordinary generosity, wisdom, and
faithfulness.

The ultimate measure of Christian prosperity is not how much we possess, but how faithfully we
live according to God's purposes.

Closing Thought:

Our resources are temporary, but the Kingdom of God is eternal. When we submit our finances,
talents, relationships, and opportunities to Jesus Christ, ordinary stewardship becomes an
extraordinary expression of worship.

May we become people who are rich in wisdom, generous in spirit, diligent in our work, faithful
in our responsibilities, and fully surrendered to Jesus.

Three Questions for Personal Reflection

1. Wisdom and Stewardship: When | examine my financial decisions, do they reflect Biblical
wisdom, responsible stewardship, and trust in God? What specific change should | make to align
my financial habits more closely with Scripture?

2. Generosity and Spiritual Freedom: Are there attitudes of fear, greed, materialism, or
insecurity that influence how | manage money? How might practicing greater generosity and
gratitude contribute to my spiritual formation?

3. Lordship and Legacy: If Jesus truly has authority over every area of my life, what would
change in how | earn, spend, save, give, and prepare for the future? What spiritual and practical
inheritance am | establishing for the next generation?



