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Theme: Honoring the theological, missiological, and apostolic legacy of Dr. C. Peter Wagner 
(1930–2016) 

Central Thesis: Dr. C. Peter Wagner helped reshape the modern CharismaEc Church by 
integraEng Biblical theology, supernatural ministry, apostolic leadership, and Kingdom 
transformaEon into a comprehensive vision for the Church's mission in the world. 

Primary Scripture: Ephesians 4:11–16; MaRhew 6:10; 1 Corinthians 12:4–11; RevelaEon 11:15 

Introduc8on — Honoring a Theological Pioneer 

Dr. C. Peter Wagner was one of the most influenEal missiologists and theological innovators of 
the modern CharismaEc movement. His ministry evolved from tradiEonal evangelical missiology 
and church-growth theory into a theological framework that emphasized the supernatural 
ministry of the Holy Spirit, apostolic leadership, and societal transformaEon. 

Wagner's contribu8ons were dis8nc8ve in three areas: 

1. Biblical rediscovery: He challenged the Church to reconsider Biblical teachings that had 
been minimized or neglected. 

2. Theological integraEon: He connected Biblical theology, missiology, supernatural 
ministry, and organizaEonal leadership. 

3. Apostolic reformaEon: He advocated for a Church that operates beyond insEtuEonal 
boundaries and parEcipates in the advancement of God's Kingdom. 

Dr. Wagner did not originate all seven theological posiEons presented here. His contribuEon 
was to develop, synthesize, and promote these ideas within a broader apostolic and CharismaEc 
framework. 

Opening statement: 

Dr. Wagner challenged the Church to move beyond maintaining religious insEtuEons toward 
becoming a Spirit-empowered, apostolically led, Kingdom-advancing community. His legacy 
conEnues to influence how ChrisEans understand spiritual authority, leadership, supernatural 
ministry, and cultural transformaEon. 

1. Dominion and Covenant Theology — Humanity's Kingdom Assignment 

Primary Scriptures: Genesis 1:26–28; Genesis 12:1–3; Psalm 8:4–8; MaRhew 28:18–20 



Wagner's theological contribu8on 

Wagner emphasized that God's original intenEon for humanity included stewardship and 
responsible dominion over creaEon. Through Christ's redempEve work, believers are restored to 
fellowship with God and called to parEcipate in His Kingdom purposes. 

In Dominion!, Wagner presented a transformaEonal understanding of the Church's mission, 
extending beyond individual salvaEon toward the influence of Biblical principles within society. 

Biblical apologe8cs 

• Genesis 1:26–28: The cultural mandate establishes humanity's responsibility to exercise 
dominion under God's authority. 

• Genesis 12:1–3: God's covenant with Abraham reveals His intenEon to bless all families 
of the earth. 

• Psalm 8:4–8: Humanity possesses delegated authority as God's representaEve within 
creaEon. 

• MaRhew 28:18–20: Christ commissions His followers to disciple naEons under His 
universal authority. 

• Colossians 1:15–20: Christ's redempEve work encompasses the reconciliaEon of all 
creaEon. 

Theological defense 

The Biblical basis for dominion begins with God's original mandate to humanity, conEnues 
through His covenant purposes, and finds its fulfillment in the lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Dominion must be understood as responsible stewardship under Christ rather than coercive 
control over other people. The covenantal dimension emphasizes God's conEnuing purpose to 
bless the naEons. 

Key statement: The Church is not called only to survive within culture but to demonstrate God's 
redempEve purposes throughout His creaEon. 

Wagner reference: Dominion! How Kingdom AcEon Can Change the World (2008). 

2. The Con8nuance of Five-Fold Ministry — Apostolic and Prophe8c Restora8on 

Primary Scriptures: Ephesians 4:11–16; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Acts 13:1–3; Ephesians 2:20 

Wagner's theological contribu8on 



One of Wagner's most enduring contribuEons was his teaching on the conEnuing funcEon of 
apostles and prophets alongside evangelists, pastors, and teachers. 

He argued that the Church requires the full expression of Christ's ministry gics to mature, fulfill 
the Great Commission, and effecEvely engage the world. 

His work helped establish theological foundaEons for contemporary apostolic networks and the 
New Apostolic ReformaEon. 

Biblical apologe8cs 

• Ephesians 4:11–13: Christ gave five ministry gics for the equipping and maturaEon of 
the Church unEl believers aRain unity and maturity. 

• 1 Corinthians 12:28: God appointed apostles, prophets, and teachers within the Church. 

• Acts 13:1–3: The Holy Spirit commissions Barnabas and Saul for apostolic ministry. 

• Acts 14:14: Barnabas is explicitly idenEfied as an apostle, demonstraEng apostolic 
terminology beyond the Twelve. 

• Ephesians 2:20: Apostles and prophets are described as foundaEonal to the Church, with 
Christ as the cornerstone. 

Theological defense 

A central conEnuaEonist argument rests upon Ephesians 4:13: the Church has not yet reached 
the fullness of unity and maturity described by Paul. 

Therefore, proponents argue that the ministry gics Christ provided remain relevant. 

Contemporary apostolic ministry should nevertheless be disEnguished from the unique 
foundaEonal authority of Christ's original apostles. All contemporary ministries remain 
accountable to Scripture. 

Key statement: Five-fold ministry is not about Etles, hierarchy, or personal prominence. It is 
about Christ equipping His Church to reach maturity and fulfill its mission. 

Wagner references: The New Apostolic Churches (1998); Churchquake! (1999). 

3. The Kingdom of God Now — The Present Reign of Christ 

Primary Scriptures: MaRhew 6:9–10; MaRhew 12:28; Luke 17:20–21; Colossians 1:13; 1 
Corinthians 15:24–28 

 



Wagner's theological contribu8on 

Wagner emphasized the present reality of God's Kingdom and the Church's responsibility to 
demonstrate Kingdom authority within history. 

His theological framework challenged interpretaEons that postponed nearly all manifestaEons 
of Kingdom influence unEl Christ's future return. 

Instead, Wagner emphasized the inaugurated reign of Christ and the Church's parEcipaEon in 
His redempEve mission. 

Biblical apologe8cs 

• MaRhew 12:28: Jesus announces that the Kingdom has arrived through His authority 
over demonic powers. 

• Luke 17:20–21: Jesus idenEfies the Kingdom as already present among His hearers. 

• Colossians 1:13: Believers have already been transferred into the Kingdom of God's Son. 

• MaRhew 6:10: Jesus instructs His disciples to pray for God's Kingdom and will to be 
manifested on earth. 

• 1 Corinthians 15:24–28: Christ presently reigns, with His Kingdom moving toward its 
ulEmate consummaEon. 

Theological defense 

The New Testament establishes the Kingdom as both a present reality and a future 
consummaEon. 

Christ's resurrecEon and exaltaEon inaugurate His messianic reign, while the Church anEcipates 
the final defeat of death and evil. 

This already/not yet framework provides a Biblical foundaEon for Kingdom ministry without 
claiming that the fullness of redempEon has already occurred. 

Key statement: The Kingdom of God is not merely a future promise. It is a present reality that 
transforms how ChrisEans live, minister, and influence the world. 

Wagner reference: Dominion! How Kingdom AcEon Can Change the World (2008). 

4. Spiritual Warfare and Prayer — Advancing God's Kingdom Through Spiritual Authority 

Primary Scriptures: Ephesians 6:10–18; Daniel 10:12–13; 2 Corinthians 10:3–5; Luke 10:17–20; 
MaRhew 16:18–19 



Wagner's theological contribu8on 

Wagner made a substanEal contribuEon to modern CharismaEc theology through his wriEngs 
on spiritual warfare, strategic intercession, territorial spirits, and the relaEonship between 
prayer and the advancement of God's Kingdom. 

He emphasized that the Church's mission involves genuine spiritual conflict and that believers 
must exercise Christ-given authority through prayer, spiritual discernment, and dependence 
upon the Holy Spirit. 

His teaching helped popularize three categories of spiritual warfare: 

1. Ground-level spiritual warfare: ConfronEng demonic oppression in individuals through 
prayer and deliverance ministry. 

2. Occult-level spiritual warfare: Addressing spiritual acEvity associated with occult 
pracEces and organized demonic influence. 

3. Strategic-level spiritual warfare: Intercession concerning spiritual powers believed to 
influence ciEes, regions, and naEons. 

Biblical apologe8cs 

• Ephesians 6:10–18: Paul idenEfies spiritual conflict against rulers, authoriEes, and 
cosmic powers, direcEng believers to stand in God's strength. 

• Daniel 10:12–13: Daniel's prayer is associated with spiritual conflict involving the prince 
of Persia. 

• 2 Corinthians 10:3–5: Believers possess divinely empowered weapons for confronEng 
strongholds and bringing thoughts into obedience to Christ. 

• Luke 10:17–20: Jesus delegates authority over demonic powers while reminding His 
disciples that their greatest joy is belonging to God. 

• MaRhew 16:18–19: Jesus declares that the gates of Hades will not prevail against His 
Church. 

• Acts 12:5–11: The Church's earnest prayer accompanies Peter's supernatural deliverance 
from prison. 

Theological defense 

The Biblical reality of spiritual warfare is firmly established throughout the Old and New 
Testaments. 



Three theological principles support Wagner's emphasis: 

First, spiritual warfare is Christ-centered. All spiritual authority originates in Jesus Christ, who 
defeated the powers of darkness through His death and resurrecEon (Colossians 2:15). 

Second, prayer is central to spiritual engagement. Scripture consistently connects prayer, faith, 
and dependence upon God with spiritual breakthrough (Ephesians 6:18; James 5:16). 

Third, the Church's mission encounters spiritual opposiEon. Paul's ministry demonstrates that 
gospel proclamaEon and spiritual conflict frequently occur together (Acts 16:16–18; 1 
Thessalonians 2:18). 

The existence of territorial spirits is a possible interpretaEon of passages such as Daniel 10. 
However, specific strategic-level pracEces, including spiritual mapping and direct confrontaEon 
of territorial spirits, are theological extrapolaEons rather than explicit New Testament 
commands. 

Key statement: Prayer is not preparaEon for the Church's mission; prayer is an essenEal 
expression of the Church's parEcipaEon in the mission and authority of Jesus Christ. 

Wagner references: Engaging the Enemy (1991); Warfare Prayer (1992); ConfronEng the Powers 
(1996). 

5. Prosperity with Purpose and the Great Transfer of Wealth — Financing Kingdom Mission 

Primary Scriptures: Deuteronomy 8:18; Proverbs 13:22; 2 Corinthians 9:8–11; Acts 4:32–35; 1 
Timothy 6:17–19 

Wagner's theological contribu8on 

Wagner emphasized the strategic importance of financial resources for the advancement of 
God's Kingdom. 

He envisioned the mobilizaEon of substanEal wealth through Kingdom-minded believers, 
parEcularly marketplace leaders, to support missions, church planEng, humanitarian efforts, 
and societal transformaEon. 

His teaching connected financial stewardship with apostolic mission and the Church's 
responsibility to influence culture. 

Biblical apologe8cs 

• Deuteronomy 8:18: God provides the capacity to produce wealth within the context of 
covenant responsibility. 



• Proverbs 13:22: Scripture describes generaEonal inheritance and the eventual transfer 
of wealth to the righteous. 

• 2 Corinthians 9:8–11: God provides resources so believers may abound in generosity and 
good works. 

• Acts 4:32–35: Financial generosity enables the early Church to care for those in need. 

• 1 Timothy 6:17–19: Wealthy believers are commanded to be generous and rich in good 
works. 

Theological defense 

Biblical prosperity is best understood through stewardship rather than material accumulaEon. 

The Scriptures affirm that resources can be instruments of blessing, generosity, and mission. 
However, wealth is never presented as the ulEmate measure of God's favor. 

The concept of a great transfer of wealth is a propheEc interpretaEon embraced within some 
CharismaEc circles. Proverbs 13:22 does not, by itself, establish a universal promise of an 
imminent worldwide transfer of wealth to ChrisEans. 

Key statement: Kingdom wealth is not primarily about personal accumulaEon. It is about the 
faithful stewardship of resources for God's redempEve purposes. 

Wagner references: The Church in the Workplace (2006); Dominion! (2008). 

6. Spiritual GiTs — The Sovereign Distribu8on of the Holy Spirit 

Primary Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 12:4–11; Romans 12:3–8; 1 Peter 4:10–11; 1 Corinthians 14:1 

Wagner's theological contribu8on 

Wagner was instrumental in helping evangelical and CharismaEc ChrisEans recognize spiritual 
gics as essenEal components of effecEve ministry and church growth. 

His influenEal book Your Spiritual Gics Can Help Your Church Grow helped believers idenEfy 
their gics and discover their places of service within the Body of Christ. 

He emphasized that spiritual gics are distributed by the Holy Spirit according to divine purpose 
rather than insEtuEonal status or human preference. 

Biblical apologe8cs 

• 1 Corinthians 12:4–6: The diversity of gics originates from the same Spirit, Lord, and 
God. 



• 1 Corinthians 12:7: Spiritual gics are manifestaEons of the Spirit for the common good. 

• 1 Corinthians 12:11: The Spirit distributes gics individually according to His sovereign 
will. 

• Romans 12:6–8: Gics differ according to the grace given to believers. 

• 1 Peter 4:10: Every believer is responsible for stewarding God's grace through service. 

• 1 Corinthians 14:1: Paul encourages believers to earnestly desire spiritual gics, especially 
prophecy. 

Theological defense 

The conEnuaEonist posiEon maintains that spiritual gics remain available to the Church 
because the New Testament does not explicitly teach the cessaEon of all miraculous gics at the 
close of the apostolic era. 

Spiritual gics are given for the edificaEon of the Church and the advancement of the gospel, not 
for personal status or spiritual superiority. 

Wagner's emphasis on the sovereign distribuEon of gics is grounded especially in 1 Corinthians 
12:11. 

Key statement: The Holy Spirit sovereignly distributes spiritual gics so that every believer can 
contribute to the maturity, health, and mission of the Church. 

Wagner reference: Your Spiritual Gics Can Help Your Church Grow (1979; revised 2005). 

7. The Seven-Mountain Mandate and Structural Func8onalism — Kingdom Influence 
Throughout Society 

Primary Scriptures: MaRhew 5:13–16; MaRhew 28:18–20; Jeremiah 29:7; Genesis 41:37–49; 
Daniel 6:1–5 

Wagner's theological contribu8on 

Wagner helped advance the understanding that the Church's mission extends beyond 
ecclesiasEcal insEtuEons into the structures and systems of society. 

The Seven-Mountain framework, associated iniEally with Loren Cunningham and Bill Bright and 
subsequently developed by several CharismaEc leaders, became a pracEcal model for 
understanding cultural influence. 

Wagner helped popularize its relaEonship to apostolic ministry, workplace leadership, and 
societal transformaEon. 



The seven mountains of cultural influence 

1. Religion 

Faith and spiritual formaEon 

2. Family 

RelaEonships and generaEons 

3. EducaEon 

Learning and worldview 

4. Government 

JusEce and public leadership 

5. Media 

CommunicaEon and ideas 

6. Arts & Entertainment 

CreaEvity and cultural imaginaEon 

7. Business 

Economics and stewardship 

Biblical apologe8cs 

• MaRhew 5:13–16: Believers are called to be salt and light within society. 

• MaRhew 28:18–20: The Great Commission calls the Church to disciple naEons. 

• Jeremiah 29:7: God's people are instructed to seek the welfare of their communiEes. 

• Genesis 41:37–49: Joseph demonstrates godly wisdom and influence in economic and 
governmental administraEon. 

• Daniel 6:1–5: Daniel demonstrates integrity and influence within a governmental 
insEtuEon. 

• Ephesians 1:22–23: Christ possesses authority over all things and is the head of the 
Church. 

Structural func8onalism and theological applica8on 



Structural funcEonalism is a sociological perspecEve that understands society as a system of 
interdependent insEtuEons, each contribuEng to the operaEon and stability of the whole. 

Wagner's cultural transformaEon model can be understood in conversaEon with this 
perspecEve: ChrisEans influence society not exclusively through local congregaEons, but 
through parEcipaEon in its insEtuEons. 

However, the Seven-Mountain framework is not idenEcal to formal structural funcEonalist 
theory, nor are the seven mountains explicitly idenEfied as a Biblical list. 

Theological defense 

The Great Commission calls believers to make disciples of all naEons, while the cultural 
mandate establishes humanity's responsibility for creaEon. 

Together, these passages provide a theological raEonale for ChrisEans parEcipaEng 
construcEvely in society. 

Biblical influence should be expressed through service, righteousness, jusEce, wisdom, and 
persuasion rather than coercive control of cultural insEtuEons. 

Key statement: The Church gathers for worship and equipping, but believers are also sent into 
society as ambassadors of Christ and agents of Kingdom transformaEon. 

Wagner references: The Church in the Workplace (2006); Dominion! (2008). 

Conclusion — Carrying Forward the Legacy of Dr. C. Peter Wagner 

Dr. Wagner's theological legacy can be understood through three significant contribuEons. 

1. He helped restore the Church's understanding of its supernatural idenEty. 

Wagner emphasized the conEnuing work of the Holy Spirit, spiritual gics, apostolic ministry, 
propheEc ministry, prayer, and spiritual authority. 

2. He helped expand the Church's understanding of its Kingdom assignment. 

He challenged believers to recognize that God's redempEve purposes encompass personal 
salvaEon, discipleship, community transformaEon, and faithful cultural engagement. 

3. He helped redefine the Church's understanding of mission and leadership. 

His wriEngs encouraged leaders to think apostolically, act strategically, steward resources 
responsibly, and mobilize believers for ministry throughout society. 

Closing tribute 



Dr. C. Peter Wagner was more than a theological innovator. He was a man who devoted his life 
to understanding how God builds His Church and advances His Kingdom. 

He challenged convenEonal thinking, crossed theological boundaries, and encouraged 
generaEons of ChrisEan leaders to rediscover the supernatural power and missional 
responsibility of the Church. 

His legacy is not merely found in the books he wrote or the movements he helped shape. It is 
found in the leaders he equipped, the ministries he influenced, and the believers who 
discovered a greater understanding of their calling in God's Kingdom. 

We honor Dr. Wagner by conEnuing to pursue Biblical truth, theological integrity, spiritual 
empowerment, and the advancement of God's Kingdom. 

May his legacy inspire another generaEon of apostolic leaders who love Jesus Christ, serve His 
Church, and faithfully parEcipate in God's redempEve purposes throughout the earth. 
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