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Introduction 

Theme 

Joshua 1–6 reveals the transition from wilderness wandering to covenant advancement. These 
chapters highlight leadership succession, courage, obedience, spiritual preparation, and strategic 
faith. Joshua emerges as a model of Holy Spirit-empowered leadership grounded in God’s 
presence and Word. 

Key Leadership Principle 

Biblical leadership is not merely positional authority; it is the faithful stewardship of God’s 
mission through courage, obedience, wisdom, and spiritual dependence. 

Central Verse 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your 
God is with you wherever you go.” — Joshua 1:9 (ESV) 

 

I. Joshua 1 — Leadership Transition and Courage  

A. Leadership Transition 

• Moses is dead, but God’s mission continues.  

• Joshua must now lead Israel into promise and conquest.  

Leadership Insight 

Healthy leadership succession requires continuity of vision and trust in God’s calling. 

“Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan…” — Joshua 1:2 (ESV) 

Application 

• Leaders must prepare successors.  

• Discipleship includes empowering the next generation.  

• Kingdom leadership is bigger than one personality.  
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B. Courage Rooted in God’s Presence 

God commands Joshua three times to “be strong and courageous.” 

Leadership Principle 

Biblical courage is not self-confidence but confidence in God’s presence. 

Adaptive Leadership Insight 

Joshua faces uncertainty and complexity, which reflects adaptive leadership principles requiring 
leaders to navigate change and mobilize people toward new realities. 

Application 

• Leaders must lead through uncertainty.  

• Fear cannot govern decision-making.  

• Spiritual confidence comes from abiding in God’s promises.  

 

C. The Centrality of God’s Word 

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth…” — Joshua 1:8 (ESV) 

Discipleship Insight 

Joshua’s success is connected to meditation on Scripture. 

Leadership Principle 

Spiritual leaders lead from revelation before strategy. 

Application 

• Consistent Scripture meditation shapes discernment.  

• Leaders should develop disciplined spiritual habits.  

• Public leadership flows from private devotion.  

 

II. Joshua 2 — Rahab and Faith-Based Alignment  

A. Rahab’s Faith and Discernment 

Rahab recognizes God’s sovereignty before Israel enters Jericho. 
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“For the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath.” — Joshua 
2:11 (ESV) 

Leadership Insight 

God often works through unexpected people. 

Transformational Leadership Principle 

Transformation begins when people align themselves with God’s mission and truth. 

Application 

• God can redeem anyone willing to respond in faith.  

• Leaders should recognize potential beyond outward appearances.  

• Discipleship creates space for transformation and belonging.  

 

III. Joshua 3–4 — Crossing the Jordan: Faith in Action  

A. Priests Step into the Water First 

The Jordan parts after the priests step into the river. 

Leadership Principle 

Faith often requires movement before visible breakthrough. 

“When the soles of the feet of the priests… shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters… 
shall be cut off.” — Joshua 3:13 (ESV) 

Application 

• Leaders sometimes move forward before outcomes are visible.  

• Obedience often precedes clarity.  

• Spiritual maturity develops through active trust.  

 

B. Memorial Stones: Remembering God’s Faithfulness 

Joshua commands Israel to build memorial stones. 

Discipleship Insight 

Biblical communities preserve testimonies for future generations. 

“So these stones shall be to the people of Israel a memorial forever.” — Joshua 4:7 (ESV) 
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Application 

• Share testimonies regularly.  

• Teach younger believers the faithfulness of God.  

• Healthy leadership creates cultures of remembrance.  

 

IV. Joshua 5 — Spiritual Preparation Before Victory  

A. Circumcision and Covenant Renewal 

Before battle, God renews covenant identity. 

Leadership Principle 

Spiritual preparation precedes strategic advancement. 

Servant Leadership Insight 

True leadership begins with submission to God before exercising authority over others 
(Greenleaf, 1977). 

Application 

• Ministry effectiveness cannot replace personal holiness.  

• Leaders must regularly renew their covenant commitment.  

• Identity in God matters more than external success.  

 

B. The Commander of the Lord’s Army 

Joshua encounters a divine warrior. 

“Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” — Joshua 
5:15 (ESV) 

Spiritual Leadership Insight 

Leadership begins with worship and surrender (Fry, 2003). 

Application 

• Leaders do not command God’s mission; they submit to it.  

• Prayer and reverence sustain spiritual authority.  

• Kingdom leadership requires humility.  
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V. Joshua 6 — Jericho and Unconventional Victory  

A. God’s Strategy Defies Human Logic 

Israel marches silently around Jericho. 

Leadership Principle 

God’s methods often challenge human reasoning. 

Adaptive Leadership Insight 

Leaders must remain flexible and obedient even when strategy appears unconventional (Heifetz 
et al., 2009). 

Application 

• Obedience is more important than appearing impressive.  

• Faithfulness sometimes looks foolish before breakthrough.  

• Leaders must discern God’s strategy rather than rely solely on human wisdom.  

 

B. Victory Through Obedience 

Jericho falls because Israel obeys precisely. 

“By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.” — 
Hebrews 11:30 (ESV) 

Leadership Insight 

Spiritual victories are achieved through faithful obedience, not merely human strength. 

Application 

• Consistency matters.  

• Delayed breakthroughs still require perseverance.  

• God honors obedience rooted in faith.  

 

Conclusion and Final Leadership Insights  

Major Themes from Joshua 1–6 

1. Leadership requires courage rooted in God’s presence.  

2. Scripture-centered living produces wisdom and success.  
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3. Faith requires action before visible outcomes.  

4. Spiritual preparation precedes advancement.  

5. Obedience unlocks breakthrough.  

6. Leadership is stewardship of God’s mission, not personal ambition.  

 

Practical Discipleship Questions 

1. What “Jordan River” is God asking you to step into by faith?  

2. Are you leading from God’s presence or merely from external pressure or activity?  

3. What memorials of God’s faithfulness should you preserve and share for future 
testimony?  

4. Is there an area where delayed obedience is limiting breakthrough in our lives?  

 

Closing Exhortation 

Joshua teaches that godly leadership is built upon: 

• Courage  

• Obedience  

• Spiritual discipline  

• Humility  

• Faith-filled action  

The same God who led Joshua still empowers believers today to lead with wisdom, conviction, 
and dependence upon His presence. 
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